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Orient,, he would never permit his party to be anti-clerical. The
humiliation before the powers temporal and spiritual took some
time to bring results; with obvious reluctance and insulting
incredulity the ban on the party was eventually lifted in
February 1925.

At the end of that month Hitler celebrated its resurrection
at a great demonstration in Munich, at which there was a dramatic,
carefully staged platform scene, in which Hitler reconcilingly
shook hands with all the "traitors." The only important passage
in a long speech of perspiring rhetoric was the end:

When a year has passed you shall pass judgment. If I have
managed things well, all right; if I have managed them ill, I shall
resign. But till that time I lead the movement3 and no one is to
attempt to impose conditions upon me so long as I am responsible
for decisions.* That responsibility I shall ceaselessly carry for all
that happens. To this struggle of ours there are only two possible
issues; either the enemy pass over our bodies or we do over theirs,
and it is my desire that, if in the struggle I should fall, the Swastika
banner be my winding-sheet!

It was received with frenzied applause by an audience which
had no intention of submitting to such discipline, and which
knew that only a few weeks before the orator had solemnly pledged
his word that there would be no struggle such as would involve
a necessity for winding-sheets. In all Germany not twenty
thousand people either heard it, read it, or heard of it. But Hitler
had come back, and the new party had arisen from the ashes
of the old.

But it was a different party. How exactly Hitler envisaged its
future is not clear; for long he seems to have hesitated between
keeping it an elite,, the new name for a gang, or making it a move-
ment, but for the moment and for long after he was mainly
taken up with keeping the gang subservient to himself. It was
not an easy task. Unlike Mussolini, he was not the founder of
the party, but a late-comer to it, He had never been a Freikorps
man; among their leaders were men who did not easily stomach
authority, and it took time to collect personal adherents and use

* Italics mine.